
This project is “Continued Devel-
opment of the Canaan Communi-
ty Forest (CCF) as a Model 
Working Forest and Educational 
Resource”. Specifically, the Ca-
naan Community Forest Commit-
tee, Town of Canaan, and Canaan 
Schools are working together to 
provide hands-on educational 
opportunities in working land-
scape 
occupations for both local high 
school students and adults. We 
are requesting funding to enhance 
Canaan Schools’ Diversified Agri-
culture Career and Technical Ed-
ucation Program’s ability to train 
and develp a new generation of 
local         entrepreneurs and 
workers. Our interest is in provid-
ing students and adult learners 
with the training necessary to en-
ter the workforce and the skills 
required for     utilizing the work-
ing landscape to both their own 
advantage, and that of the     re-
gional economy. Funding will 
provide the tools required to in-
crease our ability to offer these 
educational services. 
 
Total Working Lands Grant—
$50,000.00 
Total Match provided by Canaan 
Community Forest Committee—
$121,036.00 

 

VERMONT  WORKING  LANDS  ENTERPRISE  INITIATIVE  

Vermont Wood Manufacturers Association 
 

 
 
 
 
 
VWMA, a trade association with 
over 100 members, has been in 
business for 18 years. This       
initiative builds on the 
successful partnership with the 
Center to provide innovation as-
sistance, initiated in 2010, moving 
now to a special 
focus on promoting transforma-
tional change. 
 
 

The Vermont Wood Manufacturers Association (VWMA), and its partner, the 
Northern Forest Center, will work with Vermont wood manufacturers to facilitate 
innovation to enhance economic competitiveness. The project will play a 
unique role in working with wood manufacturers anywhere in the state in helping 
them determine their direction, provide options for service, making referrals to top 
experts, and helping to cover the cost of these services from top 
experts. This is a critical niche. We will focus this assistance on innovations with 
the most potential for transformational change, including Lean Manufacturing, 
Mass Customization, new product development, and organizational development 
initiatives with transformational change potential. 
 
 
 
Total Working Lands Grant—$50,000 
Total Match provided by VWMA-$100,000 


